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SIGNIFICANCE OF ACCESSION OF UKRAINE TO TRANSPORT
VISA-FREE REGIME AND TO ELECTRONIC CONSIGNMENT NOTE
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

In peacetime, cargo transportation from and across the territory of Ukraine
was carried out by three types of transport, namely: air, land and sea. Due to the
war, the airspace of Ukraine is closed, which makes any transportation by air
transport impossible. The situation at sea is extremely difficult, so the sea routes
can be considered closed. Land transport also found itself in a difficult situation
because: 1) some roads and railways remain dangerous, others are damaged or
completely destroyed; 2) road and rail transport have been subjected to a
significant load because they are forced to transport cargo that was previously
carried out by air or sea. At the same time, despite all the difficulties, Ukraine is
actively working to create the necessary logistical conditions, in particular
through cooperation with the EU and the introduction of European electronic
technologies.

Taking into account the above circumstances, on September 16, 2022, the
Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union on freight transportation
by road transport (hereinafter - the Agreement) was approved [1]. The main
purpose of the Agreement is enshrined in the first part of Article 1 and is
expressed in the facilitation of road freight transportation between the EU and
Ukraine. Previously, Ukrainian carriers could carry out road freight
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transportation in the EU zone only with an international permit, and the number
of such permits was limited and affected the prices of Ukrainian products on the
European market [2].

The provisions of the Conventions on road traffic determine the
requirement to have an international driver’s license, however, during the
period of validity of the Agreement, Ukraine and the EU exempted holders of a
Ukrainian driver’s license in the territory of the EU, and holders of a European
driver’s license in the territory of Ukraine, respectively [1]. Thus, this rule also
applies to citizens of Ukraine who have received temporary protection in EU
countries and have a driver’s license.

Keep in mind that the Agreement is of a temporary nature. According to the
first part of Art. 6. its term of validity ends on June 30, 2023. The second part
of the same article states that no later than three months before the expiration of
the Agreement, consultations are held between Ukraine and the EU to assess
the need to extend the Agreement. It is not yet known whether such
consultations were held and what decision was made at them.

As Kristina Shapovalova, a lawyer and adviser at the ETERNA LAW law
firm, notes, "visa-free" transport with the EU is an impetus for the expansion of
economic cooperation, in particular, the launch of electronic goods and
transport invoices [2].

Thus, on April 17, 2023, information about the successful selection of
Ukraine for participation in the EU4Digital pilot project [3] appeared on the
official website of the Ministry of Infrastructure (hereinafter referred to as the
Ministry). Participation in the mentioned project ensures the accession of
Ukraine to the unified system of electronic goods and transport waybill of the
European Union - e-CMR. Joining e-CMR indicates not only close cooperation
with European partners but also a reduction in the costs of keeping invoices. In
addition, electronic invoices are environmentally friendly, because they do not
require the use of natural resources.

According to the Ministry, a working group has already been formed,
which will develop a road map for the launch of electronic accompanying
documents for cargo transportation in 2023, after assessing the current state of
the electronic exchange of information on cargo transportation in Ukraine. It is
worth noting that Ukraine already has experience with the introduction of
electronic waybills with Estonia [4], so we can be sure that Ukraine will easily
adapt to e-CMR.

Ukraine’s desire to create the necessary conditions for cargo transportation
by land transport even in such difficult times and active cooperation with the
EU shows that in a few years, national standards will fully correspond to
European ones. The conclusion of agreements (on the example of the
Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union on freight transportation
by road) and the introduction of e-CMR is a sign of the EU’s interest in the
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development of Ukraine as its future member.
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OCOBJMBOCTI IPABOBOI IPUPOIU TAUM-UAPTEPY
MOPCBKHUX CYJIEH

Mopcbkuid  TpaHCHOPT TPAAULIAHO BHUCTYNA€ OJHUM 13 KJIHOYOBHUX
IHCTPYMEHTIB PO3BUTKY CBITOBOI €KOHOMIKM Ta TOpPriBil. 3a JaHUMH
cnerianizoBadoi ycranoBu OOH — MixHapogHoi MOpPCHKOi opraizamii
(MMO), «natenep Oumbme 80% CBITOBOI TOpPTiBMI 3a0e3MeuyeThcs 3a
JOTIOMOTOI0 cyaHoIIaBcTBa. CyaHOIUIABCTBO € HANOLIBIT e(PEKTUBHHUM 1
pEHTA0CIbHUM METOJ0OM 3IMCHEHHS MIDKHAPOJHHUX IE€PEeBE3CHb OUIBIIOCTI
ToBapiB» [1]. CBo€ro ueprorw, OJHUM 13 HAWOLIBII 3aTpeOyBaHUX CIOCOOIB
peamizanii MOPCBHKOTO TIEPEBE3CHHS BAaHTaXXy BHCTYIAa€ (PpaxTyBaHHS CyIEH
(gaptep).

Yaprepu 3maBHA  BHKOPHCTOBYIOTHCS B TPAKTHIl  MOPCHKOTO
CYIHOIIJIaBCTBA, MPOTE 1 CHOTOAHI SK y JOKTPUHI, TaK 1 HA TPAKTHUIIl HEMAE
€IMHOTO PO3YMIHHS IXHBOTO KOPHIAUYHOTO cTarycy. Jlesiki aBTOpU BHOCSTH
IUIyTaHUHY, 3MIIIYIOYN pi3H1 BUAM (paxTyBaHHS, a 1HOJI BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTH
a0COJIFOTHO HETIPUITYCTUMY  TEPMIHOJIOTIO, HaIpUKIaa «JIOTOBIp
gaprepy» [2, c. 7].

Konekc ToproBenbHOro MoOpeEIiaBCTBa YKpaiHM BHUIUISE JBa BHUIU
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